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1. Context. 
 
Cochabamba with more than eight hundred thousand people, is the city with the highest 
environmental pollution in Bolivia. It has 8.3 m2 of green area per inhabitant and the 
metropolitan area 7.8 m2; still far from the 15 m2 that UN Habitat recommends to ensure 
the citizen’s life quality. 
 
The number of vehicles per person is the highest in the country and is the main source 
of pollution. The air quality reports in 2017 evidenced a very bad air quality, even 
reaching a health alert, that affects the health of its inhabitants. The situation today has 
not improved much. 
 
According to the Ministry of the Environment and Water, 20% of the incidence of 
asthma in Cochabamba is caused by the environmental pollution do to the excessive 
number of vehicles.  
 
The Municipal Government of Cochabamba enacted in 2017 Laws for the Bicycle and 
for the Public Tree. This regulatory framework is little known and the municipal 
authorities have not created the conditions or made sufficient efforts for its application. 
 
2. Scope of the project. 
 
The ‘In Motion Environmental Political Advocacy’ project, implemented by the NGO 
Ciudadanía, outlined by the DAC Project: Dialogue and Collaborative Support1, aims 
to promote Environmental Governance2, through the generation of information, 
awareness, dialogue and debate spaces for the joint construction of social and political 
advocacy actions, and the application of proposals for citizen environmental initiatives 
that link social and state responsibility with the environment.   
 
The project promotes the efficient application of the existing environmental laws, 
emphasising in the Municipal Law of the Bicycle and the Law of Tree Planting, of the 
municipality of Cochabamba. The project opens its gaze and action to the current and 
future environmental regulations of the municipality of Cochabamba, without losing sight 
of the possibilities and potentialities within the framework of the Kanata Metropolitan Axis 
that houses more than one million four hundred thousand inhabitants, of which it is the 
main municipality, because it is the capital of the Cochabamba Department. 
 
3. Expected results.  
 
The project structures its action in three results: i) inform the population and raise 
awareness, especially with citizen groups, representatives of public and private entities, 
universities and other civil society organizations on the importance of compliance with 

                                                           
1 DAC Project has a Competitive Fund for civil society in which NGO / Foundations or NGO Networks present proposals on key 
development issues in the areas of governance, economic development and environment. 
2 Starts with the principle that development is achieved when there are adequate mechanisms of good governance in State 
institutions and effective participation and exercise of citizenship. It implies the search for a better relationship and 
complementarity between the State and society for decision-making, the definition of priorities and the assignment of 
responsibilities in the environmental issues of the city. 



 

                                                                                                                                    

the environmental regulations for the environment and life care. ii) promote exemplary 
citizen proposals for the implementation of municipal laws on bicycles and tree planting, 
through a contest of environmental initiatives by civil society, led by the " Mechanism of 
coordination, control and promotion of the regulations” constituted by 
environmental groups, academia, the private sector and the public sector; iii) strengthen 
the scope of the first two results of the project, promoting environmental governance, 
generating dialogue and debate spaces. 
 
4. Beneficiary population and implementation period. 
 
The beneficiary population of the project are men and women from the municipality of 
Cochabamba between 18 and 60 years old. The budget is CHF. 35.000 and is 
implemented in the period from August 2020 to July 2021. 
 
5. Urbanization Dimensions that are particularly relevant. 
 
The project articulates two thematic axes: governance and climate change and 
environment. From this approach (environmental governance) 2 relevant dimensions 
of urbanization have been identified: Spatial justice and Intensification. 
 
Spatial Justice. The distribution, access and equitable use of public spaces and green 
areas by the citizen shows, among others, the degree of spatial justice that cities have 
achieved. The experience of Cochabamba is showing that the effective exercise of 
citizenship is a fundamental factor to reverse the environmental deterioration situation 
and a good way to reduce inequality in the distribution and access to green areas and 
public spaces and move towards urban spatial justice. 
 
The project has promoted the generation of dialogue spaces between different actors; 
awareness and information processes and the mobilization and effective exercise of 
citizenship that contribute to reduce inequality in access and benefits of public spaces. 
It also made it possible that, through participation and mobilization of co-responsible 
citizens, to evidence the need to demand that civil constructions in Bolivian cities be 
designed and planned considering green areas, trees and urban diversity. 
 
Intensification. In Bolivia, densification has occurred spontaneously, generating negative 
effects such as the construction of large buildings at the expense of public space and 
green spaces. 
 
The project has promoted the involvement and mobilization of citizens for the 
effective implementation of municipal laws of Bicycle and of Tree Planting and the 
development of actions that complement said regulations. Furthermore, it has promoted 
the formation and promoted the operation of a coordination mechanism that monitors 
and promotes the compliance of environmental regulations where environmental groups, 
academia, the private sector and the municipal government participate. 
 
The lessons learned from Cochabamba teach us that moving towards an effective urban 
intensification proposal will only be possible if it has the active participation of citizens 
and a joint effort between the State and society. 
 
This challenge will not be easy to overcome. There are some questions that must be 
answered: How do we connect the different ways of looking at urban development? How 
do we build common values in multicultural contexts such as cities? How do we face 
these challenges with municipal governments that have weak institutions? 
 
Video: In Motion Political Environmental Advocacy Project 

https://youtu.be/0e7cxxUmf8Q
https://youtu.be/0e7cxxUmf8Q

